UNIVERSITY COLLEGE LONDON

University of London

EXAMINATION FOR INTERNAL STUDENTS

For the following qualifications :-
M.Sc.

TITLE OF EXAMINATION:

MSc Educational Psychology  

Paper I:
CHILD AND ADOLESCENT PSYCHOLOGY AND PSYCHOLOGY APPLIED TO EDUCATION 

COURSE  CODE


:
EDPY0001

DATE




:
25-APRIL-2005
TIME





:
10.00 am

TIME ALLOWED



:
3 Hours

N0067-3

©  2005 University of London




TURN  OVER
Paper I:
Child and Adolescent Psychology and Psychology 


Applied to Education

Answer THREE questions

1. Peter is aged seven years. The school have asked for Educational Psychologist involvement as he is failing to make progress in relation to numeracy. Peter is doing well in all other aspects of the curriculum. With reference to the literature and research, describe the steps you would take in assessing Peter’s needs. 

2. You have been approached by Ms Green, head teacher of a high performing junior school who is interested in developing children’s metacognitive skills.  She has requested your assistance in persuading staff and governors to support such a development.  Provide a rationale for the benefits of such an approach alongside an outline of the potential metacognitive interventions to be implemented.

3. Describe how you, as an Educational Psychologist, would use EITHER Cognitive-Behavioural Counselling principles OR Solution Focused approaches when working with an adolescent who is underachieving, unhappy and anxious.

4. You are the link Educational Psychologist to a school for pupils who have profound and multiple learning difficulties.  Describe how you would respond to a request from staff for guidance in managing a six year old boy who is self-injuring and biting other pupils and staff.  

5. A disaffected, low achieving group of Year 9 pupils has been discussed with you at a termly planning meeting by the special educational needs coordinator. Key concerns include a lack of motivation and a tendency to attribute responsibility for problems externally. How could you approach these issues and what potential interventions could be considered.

6. One of your primary schools has just become a designated resource school for children who have Autistic Spectrum Disorder. The head teacher has asked for your involvement in a whole school development programme to enhance inclusive practice. Draw up a set of evidence-based proposals for initial discussion with the head teacher, based on research with ASD pupils.

7. Nursery staff have requested advice about how to support one particular three-year-old pupil with ‘global developmental delay’. Describe how you would plan to conduct an individual assessment of this pupil, providing a justification for your choice of approach. 

8. What advice would you offer to a Year 1 teacher on the teaching and management of a child who has been diagnosed as having Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder (ADHD) by a local paediatrician.

9. You have been asked to lead a two hour in-service training session for a group of Foundation Stage staff in an urban area on the assessment of children’s language development and the early identification of pupils with learning difficulties. What key issues and topics will you aim to cover? Explain your reasons for selecting those themes as having priority for this group of staff.
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TURN  OVER

Paper II:
Educational Psychology in Practice

Answer THREE questions.

1.
You are a member of a small planning group preparing a Continuing Professional Development workshop for your Educational Psychology Service on ‘Diversity Issues and EP Practice’. Detail the main components you would want to see included and present a rationale for the components that you have identified.

2.
Your Educational Psychology Service is involved in offering additional support to a secondary school that has been identified by the LEA as having a high rate of exclusion. The Senior Management team for the school has asked initially for a presentation on factors that might assist in reducing exclusion. With reference to the literature, provide an overview of what you think should be covered in the initial presentation.

3.
The Code of Practice on SEN offers the following guidance (DfES, 2001, para.5.6): “The assessment process should always be four fold. It should focus on the child’s learning characteristics, the learning environment the school is providing for the child, the task and the teaching style”. Draw up a balanced appraisal for your Educational Psychology Service of the extent to which dynamic assessment meets these requirements. What other approaches to assessment should also be considered?

4.
You have been asked to present at an Educational Psychology Service training development day on school effectiveness research in order to support organisational work with schools identified as having serious weaknesses.  Provide a critical outline of the aspects of research likely to be most relevant.

5.
You have begun working for a small Educational Psychology Service which is interested in exploring a more consultative way of working. As a starting point each member of the team has been given 30 minutes at a service meeting to advocate key elements of their preferred approach to consultation. Outline the content of your presentation.

6.
You have been asked for advice by an LEA Officer on ‘best’ approaches to working with parents/carers.  Outline your recommendations with reference to two parent/carer training programmes, providing concise information on the main features, training requirements, intensity of involvement required and evidence on outcomes. 

7.
The LEA for which you work has received an appeal concerning a 12 year old boy whose learning difficulties were assessed one year after he had arrived in this country as a refugee from Afghanistan.  The community activist who presented the appeal on behalf of his parents wrote: “Atal spoke no language except Pashto until he came here. It would have been impossible for the people who wrote reports about him after such a short time in this country to form an accurate impression of his educational potential.” You have been asked to examine the assessment papers in order to advise the LEA whether or not to contest the appeal. Explain what you would look for in the papers to determine the likely validity and fairness of the assessment.
8.
You have been invited by the local branch of a voluntary organization for parents of children who have dyslexia to give a talk followed by a question and answer session. The title you have been given is ‘Effective programmes for dyslexia: what the research tells us.’  Outline the main points you would want to make, providing a justification for each point you decide to include.

9.
Outline some of the challenges involved in multidisciplinary team work. What might the literature on group dynamics and high performing teams have to offer to the setting up and effective process of teams working in the new Children Services. 
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Paper III:
Research Methods in Educational Psychology

Answer TWO questions in Section A.

Answer TWO questions in Section B.

Each question carries equal marks.

Section A:  Research Analysis

1.
You are interested in evaluating the difference between two novel teaching methods. You select two similar classes in two different schools and provide the teachers with the appropriate materials. You gather the scores for the dependent measures and begin your analysis. Explain how you might evaluate the data to help you choose an appropriate statistical test. Make clear any assumptions that you make during the course of your answer.

2.
Imagine that you are interested in evaluating an anger management strategy to be implemented in Year 2 and Year 5 classes in one school. For the design that you select: 

(i)     Explain what your hypotheses might be.  

(ii)  Have you chosen an experimental or correlational study? Explain your 
answer.

(iii)   What are the variables?

(iv)  Describe how you might improve the design to deal with issues of      validity and reliability.

3.
A newly qualified EP, was asked in the course of a consultation meeting for advice on how school staff might raise achievement across the whole of Year 6.  Many children had been identified as performing  relatively poorly in curricular tests taken at the start of the year. Their class teachers  had a range of theories about what was happening: One teacher said that 'the socio-economic status' of some of the children was a factor. Another teacher suggested that the amount of homework children had produced was a possible factor, and a parent governor with a child in this  class felt that children were too 'anxious' about work in the school, and this was affecting their performance. The third year 6 teacher, had noticed that children's spoken language was quite weak, and wondered if this could be a factor. 

(i) What sort of study could you conduct to investigate the  teachers’ theories?

(ii) Explain the design.

(iii) How might you use data screening? What purpose does it serve?

(iv) How would use decide whether to use parametric or non-parametric statistics?

(v) If the analysis found a correlation (r=.3) between socio-economic status and anxiety what would this tell you?

(vi) Explain how partial correlations could be used to help answer your hypotheses.

4.
Turner and Alborz (2003) report a study on academic attainments of children with Down Syndrome. Data on 106 children were collected at three times over a 14 year period (1986, 1991 & 2000). The Academic Attainments Index (AAI) covering reading, writing and numeracy was completed by teachers. The following data show the AAI scores along with scores on the three sub-scales. Higher scores indicate higher attainment.

	
	
	Year of Study
	

	
	1986
	1991
	2000

	Measure
	Mean (SD)
	Mean (SD)
	Mean (SD)

	
	(N)
	(N)
	(N)

	AAI
	12.86(10.13)
	23.18(13.00)
	29.56 (14.10)

	
	(102)
	(101)
	(79)

	Reading
	4.83 (3.67)
	7.38 (4.53)
	9.14 (4.82)

	
	(103)
	(101)
	(80)

	Writing
	4.62 (2.92)
	7.76 (4.06)
	10.08 (4.70)

	
	(103)
	(101)
	(80)

	Number
	3.38 (4.13)
	8.04 (5.32)
	10.32 (5.67)

	
	(102)
	(101)
	(79)


(i)
What type of design does this experiment involve?

(ii)
Some of the analyses reported 


“that 1986 scores correlated with 1991 scores at r=0.82 and 1991 
scores correlated with 2000 scores at 0.78 (both significant at .001, 
Spearman rank coefficients).”   What does this result mean?

(iii)   “The changes in Index means were also significant (1986/1991: 

t(98)=12.78, 
p=.001; 1991/2000: t(75)=5.06, p = .001). What does this 
result mean and how else might it have been analysed?

(iv)
An Analysis of Variance was conducted on the Reading Writing and Number scores for 1991 and 2000. The main effect of year was F(1,78)=5.62, p<.05. 

Explain what this result means with reference to the Table.

Section B: Research Issues

5.
You are interested in testing an new anxiety reduction procedure with a child who has resisted change using your standard methods. You decide to use a single participant design. The data are presented below. 

(i) Explain the outcome.

(ii) Explain differences between single participant designs and those that employ groups.
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6
 All research involves ethical concerns. In relation to your UCL team research project, explain the range of ethical issues that arose and how they were dealt with. Can you think of improvements to your ethical procedures if you were to conduct a similar study again?

7.
The Service Management Team in your second placement LEA has asked you to present a paper outlining the role of evidence-based practice in educational psychology and identifying the most important skills needed to operate as an evidence-based practitioner.
8.
Provide a constructively critical evaluation of the research methods, results and conclusions from the paper by Sugden and Chambers (2003) that has been distributed in advance of this examination.
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