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Priority policy relevant research in 2022 

Society and Health Understand the longer term impacts of the pandemic on
employment, education, social networks, mental and physical health. A key
priority is to understand the effects of the discontinuation of the furlough scheme
Policy implications: provision of welfare and training support for those in precarious
employment, or for those who missed out on educational opportunities.
Understanding the long term effects on both health and societal wellbeing of
furlough will be of policy value for future waves or future pandemics.

Vaccination Report the medium and long term effects of vaccination on
infection and severe disease for new variants, and how these vary by
population subgroup. Examine waning of vaccine effectiveness,  booster uptake
and new vaccine initiatives.  
Policy implications: effectiveness, timing and targeting of booster vaccination.

Mental Health Study of differential impacts on key subgroups, whether and in whom
symptoms reverse or decline with time, and the extent to which the timing of infection during
the pandemic determines impact. Longer follow up will establish the magnitude and
determinants of mental health changes, and may identify factors that offer resilience to the
mental health impacts of this and future pandemics.  
Policy implications: support services for those with mental health difficulties, implementation of
strategies to enhance resilience.

Healthcare Disruption Re-deployment of the three-nation approach to update estimates of
current impacts on hospital admissions, and find explanations for differential impacts by key
subgroups. Understand the impact of elevated risks of secondary events and chronic disease,
as a consequence of missed or delayed treatment. Identify services which provide the most
value and which appear less effective and could perhaps be discontinued. 
Policy implications: planning of health care services, resumption or cessation of screening and
interventions in primary care.

Consequences of infection and long COVID Examine explanations for
variation in risk of infection, and of severe infection.  The role of multi-
morbidity, genetics and biomarkers to understand pathways. Examine
mental health, respiratory health, diabetes, and kidney disease after
infection and variation in these results by variant. Clustering of symptoms
across different disease areas to inform improved, evidence-based
definitions of long COVID phenotypes. Further work includes the long-
term effectiveness and outcomes of treatments, such as monoclonal
antibodies and analysis of adherence to NICE guidelines for both
diagnosis and management.  
Policy Implications: Provide a deeper understanding of factors enhancing
the recovery from long COVID. 
Antibody response: Work on determinants of antibody response to
vaccination and infection will continue and antibody testing will be redeployed
in the longitudinal cohorts. Policy implications: Identification of individuals
with a low response to guide prioritisation of  future boosters.  


