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Aren’t Alphabets Amazing?: Latin, Greek and Cyrillic alphabets

Age 9-14 years

recommendation:

Key Stage: KS2-KS3

Duration: 35—-40 minutes (video: 13 minutes; activity: 20—25 minutes)

Key words: Latin alphabet, Greek alphabet, Cyrillic alphabet, history of alphabets
Languages: English (references to other European languages)

Resources provided: e Video on the Latin alphabet
e Transcript of the video
e Activities sheets

Other materials: Florian Coulmas: The Blackwell Encyclopedia of Writing Systems
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/book/10.1002/9781118932667%20
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Serbian_Cyrillic_alphabet
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Latin _alphabet
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Greek_alphabet

AIM

The aim of this activity is to teach children about two alphabets widely used in the Eastern and
Southern parts of Europe, namely, Greek and Cyrillic. The video familiarises children with the
story of how and when two alphabets came about and children then learn more about different
Cyrillic alphabets. They are also taught how recognize some Cyrillic letters focusing on the
Serbian Cyrillic alphabet.

PREPARATION

This activity is slightly modified activity of Match the letters from ‘Activities to support
multilingualism at school’ (https://www.skolapelican.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/05/Activities-
to-support-multilingualism-at-school.pdf).

The teacher should prepare Latin, Greek and Cyrillic alphabet letters before the activity starts. A
sheet with the Latin, Cyrillic and Greek alphabets can be found on the next page. The alphabets
should be printed 1/ as a whole, for guidance, and 2/ letters individually for the matching
exercise.

The teacher prints out the alphabets in accordance with the number of groups in the class.

ACTIVITY
1. The teacher gives a sheet with three alphabets and asks children to guess which is

which. Then, children are invited to look at the alphabets and try to notice at least three
similarities and three differences between them. Then each group is given the letters of
all three alphabets but mixed up. Each group has to separate the letters from the same
alphabet into a single pile, ending with 3 piles. A further challenge could be to ask the
children to arrange the letters in alphabetical order (this is optional), with the help of the
guidance sheet. They could also try to read them out loud, should students like to have a
go at that.
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2. Watch the interactive video and pause when a question is asked in the video and give
children an opportunity to present their answers.

3. After the video is played children in the class should be divided in groups and presented
with an envelope in which 20 Serbian words written in Latin alphabet and their
equivalents written in Cyrillic are all mixed up (mostly loan words, internationalisms, that
children will be able to recognise easily). A sheet with words is supplied and teacher
needs to cut the words out in advance. Children need to match identical words written in
two different alphabets. The group who finishes the pairing first is a winner.
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Pronaunced
approx. as in:

fabric
book
cats
church
roughly tj
day

job, John
juice

bed

fish

good

his, loch
he, miracle
you, yellow
kind

look
million
moon

not

onion
hot, door
pen

room
s0N, mess
show, shy
top

rule, food
very

z00

pleasure

Examples
in Latin
avion
bicikl
cipele
éaj
¢irilica
da
diemper
dak
Evropa
fotografija
gitara
hvala
igla
jaje
kuca
lav
ljubav
macka
he
njegov
oblak
pivo
riba

sir
sesir
tramvaj
ulica
vino
zub

Zivot

CIRILICA, THE CYRILLIC ALPHABET

in Cyrillic

aBWOH aeroplane
BuunKA bicycle
uunene shoes
4yaj tea
hupunnua

na yes

yemnep sweater
Hak pupil
Eepona Europe
doTorpadmja photo
riTapa guitar
Xeana thanks
urna needle

jaje egg

Kyha house

nae lion

reybae love
MadKa cat

He no, not
Heeros his
obnak cloud
nueo beer

puba fish

cup cheese
wewmnp hat
Tpameaj tram
ynuLa street
BWMHO wine

3y0 tooth

wueoT life

Cyrillic
Printed
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Cyrillic
Italic
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ABT AEZ

Alpha Beta Gamma Delta Epsilon Zeta

HOIKAM

Eta Theta Iota Kappa Lambda

NEOHPE

Xi Omicron ho Sigma

TYQX‘PQ

Tau Upsilon Omega
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