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In this contemporary era of economic globalization, which we might register as
another phase of the longue durée of modern world history, the human geographies of
the world are being transformed across all countries and regions, involving no less than
a reproduction of humanity and social life itself on a scale unprecedented in human
history. Amidst such sea change, all aspects of life worlds on earth are being linked and
re-linked, which brings about a worldwide interconnectivity on a similarly
unprecedented scope as much as opportunities for increased collaborations in
knowledge production. While differential tensions and contradictory dynamics inherent
to such interconnectivity are turning more visible since the beginning of the 21% century
and especially over the last decade, we consider such differential tensions as both
constitutive and indicative of the very interconnectivity rather than indications of a “de-

connectivity” that operates within the logic of Eurocentric modernity comprising the



binary between the self and the other, and its recurring ethnocentrism in various forms

including those of cultural essentialism, ethnic-division, and social homogeneity.
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In light of the above understanding, we can better approach some of the significant
questions and challenges with which people all over the world have come to reckon in
various ways: Climate change, environmental degradation, energy shortages, epidemics,
and other phenomena that require historical reflection of present relevancy and renewed
urgency. Scientific and technological innovations offer some solutions, but, like a

double-edged sword, pose new risks as well.
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Not a single nation or a region but the whole world is confronted with these
challenges. Humanities scholars and academics have a duty to address them critically,
productively, and creatively, to help shape strategies and build consensus based on the
lessons of human histories and the wisdom of diverse human civilizations. Building on
the themes of the previous six conferences, this year’s UK-China Higher Education
Humanities Conference will have the theme “Shared Visions: Humanities in Retrospect

and Prospect”, and will focus on four aspects.

1. 3C%. 5 SRS RT IS
XL U SO . MBS (R SRR, SRR R D SIS R —
SO S, JCHGR IR P A 2 R SR ST I 5 SO B B A,



FHAE AR iy S SR AUAR L X X i) SCA it e R B 0. A
R MNIX BT A ) 22 B0 B0 T S MR IR R B e BT IR, Mg iR, it B e
PR TV B SR B IR R, DA HE 244 IR SK B h o 07 NSO A =2 AR B
1. Literatures, World Histories, and Intercultural Dialogue and exchange
This topic will explore the theoretical basis of intercultural dialogue and exchanges,
with a specific emphasis on historical engagements between Chinese multifaceted
cultural traditions and what has been historically termed as Western civilizations, as
manifested in literary works, world history narratives, and regional/trans-regional
cultural studies, and so on. Through the reconsideration and explication of past
experiences and knowledge then gained, we aim to re-discover and re-create
transcultural resources that help to build a consensus on how to promote as much as
explore specific theoretical methods and institutional arrangements with which to carry

out reciprocal academic innovation today and in the future.
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2. The Wisdom of Living in Harmony with Nature

Since the Industrial Revolution, human beings have increasingly caused severe
damage to the natural environment. It is critical to reflect on the role of globalization
processes in coping with environmental changes and garnering the insight into various
experiences and knowledge around the world. These experiences and wisdom will be

valuable assets for the sustainable development of human civilization in the future.
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3. Overcoming Diseases and Pursuing a Healthy Life



The historical process of human civilization always in the making and remaking is,
to some extent, a genealogy of overcoming various diseases. Achieving a healthy life
has always been a goal of human pursuit. The occurrence of pandemics and active
prevention and treatment have further highlighted the importance of public health

management and medical care.
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4. The Impact of Science and Technology on Humanities, Cultures and Life-

worlds

Science and technology and the humanities are defining components, among others,
of modern human civilization. Scientific and technological advances help us to
continuously update or even overturn some of the existing humanistic knowledge. As a
result, today's academic research in the humanities and its genealogies of cultural
traditions rely heavily on the support of science and technology. Equally, humanistic
ideas and value judgments determine the applicable scenarios and the direction of
science and technology. Science and technology and the humanities, therefore, are not
contradictory, but mutually reinforcing, enhancing human well-being and contributing

to a more inclusive and diverse world of life.
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As we celebrate the 130th anniversary of Wuhan University, we invite you to
submit your papers and join us on our campus for the 7th UK-China Humanities

Alliance for Higher Education Conference.
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Submission of Abstracts

Interested scholars are invited to submit abstracts of no more than 250 words to

7thlianmeng@whu.edu.cn by 5 pm GMT on July 15, 2023. Please entitle your email

‘UKCHA conference proposal’. Your submission should include:

e The title and an abstract of no more than 250 words addressing one of the four

themes described above (please specify).

e A biography of no more than 150 words that includes the name(s) of the

author(s), university affiliation, and position.

e Email address.
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Review Process

Notification of acceptance or rejection will be sent to authors by 31 August 2023.
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Note: If the abstract of the paper is accepted, the organising committee will cover the

local accommodation and food expenses for the participants during the conference.’
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Organizer: UK-China Alliance for the Humanities in Higher Education
Host: School of Foreign Languages and Literature, The Center of Traditional
Chinese Cultural Studies, Wuhan University

April 15, 2023



